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to a Uentieman ot-mhe 
Fngroing the CITIES Infuriog Houſes. 


- 


1d -your Paper Eptituled, An Enquiry whether it be the 
Intereſt of the City to Inſure Houſes from Fire, 1 am convinc'd by 
the ſtrength of your Arguments, and do think you delerve as 
> great Commendations for ſo well defending your Deſign as for 
ISI Inventing it. And to ſhew, thar I do not flatter, bur that you have 
A+ made me a real Convert, I will come to the Office and Inſure 
weral Houſes in the Liberties, which I intended before co Inſure with the City : 
Fhough I muſt confeſs, this may be no infallible figne of my Converſion, be- 
wie your undeniable Reaſons (nor to mention the juſtice of your Caule) : That the Se- 
wi is better m pritvate hands than in publick : That the Profit of the Deſtzn muſt be uncertain ; 
kd that it may be inconvenient for the City, becauſe of the great Truſts they are ingaged in, 
hay have the ſame Effects on moſt Perſons, as on Me, and ſo Dilappoint the 
ties Undertaking, and then my Inſuring at your Ofhce may. be thought to pro- 
ed from Force, and not Choice; Yer that you may not queſtion my Reallicy, I have 
you 2 Reaſon, which I do not find amongſt yours, though I thought of it by 
ding your Paper, that is : If the City ſhould Inſure Houles from Fire, it may prove 
pnvenient to the Publick Safety, and prejudicial to the Repuration of the Governours. 
For the Magiſtrates of the City are intruſted wich the preſervation of ir, and 
Ethe Common Law of the Land, when they judge ic neceſſary, may Blow 
>or pull down any Houſe to ſtop the Fire, as well as dig Trenches in any mans 
Sound in time of War, to defend the City. 
Now, if the Ciry Inſure Houſes from Fire, this great Power will be Intereſted, and 
aſequently may be byafſed ; And ſo the Magiſtrates no proper Judges when to make 
e 0 it. For when a Fire happens, the Magiſtrates may command ſome Houles nor In- 
red by the City, tro be Blown up, only to preſerve thoſe chat are Inſured. And ſo on 
contrary, may omit the Blowing up ſome Houles by them Inlured, to prevent Charge 
he City, which they ought to have done, to ſtop the Fire. By this means, that Power 
h ſhould be uſed to prevent Fires, will be the Occaſion of their Increaſe. 
his is an Argument, why thoſe who have Houles in the City, may not Inſure with 
-becaul would not prejudice that Power which 1s intruſted for their Safety : Be- 
es, by Infuring ar your Office, they have a Double Security ; they have the Aſliſtance 
the Magiſtrates, and Care and Induſtry of the Olhce for their Protection. 
Next, were this great Power (that may deſtroy any Mans Free-hold for preſer- 
tion of the Publick) uſed with the ſame Juſtice, as it the City were Unconcerned, 
high the Wiſdom of our Law-makers thought, never could be; and therefore, 
ff t no Man to be Judge in his own Cauſe. Yer it will be impoſlible ro make 
ole that loſe their Houſes, believe it : For Lolers will alwayes Complain ; and will 
pt to ſay, Thar either the City's Care to Preſerve their Inſured Houſes, or prejus 
E to theirs not being Inſured, was the occaſion of their Lols. 
So that if the City Inſure Houſes, it will caule reflections on the Reputation of the 


wernours, and render their Power for the Publick -Safery uſeleſs; becauſc it can ne- 


x be imployed without Clamour and Suſpicion of Injultice. 


Sir, If you judge theſe Thoughts uſeful, you may Publilh them ; 1 (hall be Required 
the SarisfaCtion I take in being Serviceable ro ſo Ingenuous and Worthy a Delign. 


SIR, 
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